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1. [bookmark: _Toc185000874]PURPOSE
British University Vietnam (BUV) is committed to advancing sustainable development and contributing positively to the global fight against climate change. This policy underlines our commitment to integrating environmental, social, and economic considerations into our procurement processes. By doing so, we aim to not only mitigate our environmental impact but also foster a culture of mindful procurement within the university and amongst our partners.

2. [bookmark: _Toc185000875]SCOPE
This policy applies to:
· All BUV departments and employees.
· Suppliers, subcontractors, and business partners involved in providing goods or services to BUV.

3. [bookmark: _Toc185000876]GLOSSARY OF TERMS

	Terms
	Definitions

	Sustainable Procurement
	The process of acquiring goods and services in a way that achieves value for money while minimizing environmental impact, promoting social equity, and ensuring ethical governance throughout the supply chain.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



4. [bookmark: _Toc185000877]POLICY STATEMENT
BUV is dedicated to promoting sustainability and environmental stewardship through its procurement practices. We aim to lead by example in sustainable purchasing by incorporating environmental, social, and economic considerations into our procurement decisions to enhance sustainability across our supply chains.

5. [bookmark: _Toc185000878]GUIDING PRINCIPLES
While each purchase is unique, there are fundamental factors that should guide sustainable buying choices. The principles outlined below can be applied to nearly all purchase categories, enabling a more environmentally conscious decision-making process.
Principles of the Policy:
· Reduction of Unnecessary Purchases: We commit to minimizing our consumption by evaluating and prioritizing needs to reduce non-essential purchases. We encourage the optimization of existing resources and promote responsible consumption.
· Total Cost of Ownership: Every procurement decision at BUV will consider the total lifecycle cost of products, including acquisition, maintenance, operational costs, and disposal impacts. We will utilize methods such as Life Cycle Cost Analysis (LCCA) and Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) to ensure comprehensive and sustainable purchasing decisions.
· Sustainable Sourcing: Our procurement strategy prioritizes products that meet high environmental, social, and ethical standards. We seek to source from suppliers who possess credible certifications and adhere to recognized eco-labels like ENERGY STAR, Vietnam Green Label (Vietnam Environment Administration), ISO 14001 (Environmental Management Systems) …
· Supporting Sustainable Suppliers: We are committed to building relationships with suppliers who demonstrate a strong commitment to sustainable practices and environmental responsibility. This support extends to those who actively participate in reducing environmental impacts and enhancing sustainability.
· Responsible Disposal: In alignment with the Zero Waste program, our procurement practices support the recycling and reuse of products at the end of their life cycle. We are committed to responsible disposal methods that reduce environmental impact and promote circular economy principles.
By adhering to these principles, BUV aims to foster a culture of sustainability that influences not only our immediate community but also our global supply chains. This policy supports our broader mission to shape a sustainable future through responsible and ethical procurement practices.

6. [bookmark: _Toc185000879]REQUIREMENTS
The following delineates the requirements set forth in our Sustainable Procurement Purchasing Policy:
· BUV is committed to sustainability and will only work with suppliers who comply with both local and international laws.
· For procurements within BUV's defined scope, sustainability considerations will account for 10% of the evaluation score. 
· BUV has developed sustainability questionnaires to guide the evaluation of suppliers' sustainability performance, ensuring adherence to BUV’s sustainability standards.
· All BUV procurement entities are strongly encouraged to consider the holistic view of cost and impact during purchases, including Total Cost of Ownership which accounts for all direct and indirect costs associated with a product over its lifespan.
· Review mandatory requirements and environmental restrictions applicable to the procurement of specific products to ensure compliance with BUV’s sustainability goals and standards.

7. [bookmark: _Toc185000880]REPORTING CONCERNS
[bookmark: _Toc185000881]Encourage all university stakeholders to report any suspected breaches of this policy through a confidential hotline or the University Compliance, Audit and Quality Assurance Office. All reports will be handled with utmost confidentiality and according to the university’s strict governance protocols.

8. CONSEQUENCES OF BREACH
Breaches of this policy may result in disciplinary actions, contract termination, or legal action, depending on the severity of the non-compliance.

9. [bookmark: _Toc185000882]POLICY REVIEW
This policy will be reviewed annually or as required to adapt to new sustainability standards, changes in legislation, or shifts in university strategy.

10. [bookmark: _Toc185000883]APPROVALS
a. Policy development or review will be endorsed by Deputy Head of ASSA and approved by Pro-Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer prior to implementation and execution.
b. Any exceptions to this policy shall be submitted in writing, using the exception template for appropriate approval.
c. This document is approved and effective from the date of signing: 
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